Welcome address by Chairman KPT

Opening Ceremony - IAPH
1.
Mr Muhammad Zia-ur-Rehman, Secretary Ports and Shipping and the Chief Guest for the Opening Ceremony, Datin O.C. Phang, 1st Vice President of IAPH, Mr Satoshi Inoue, Secretary General IAPH, Trustees of the Karachi Port, Members of Diplomatic Corps, Delegates of IAPH, Participants of the Conference, Other dignitaries, Ladies and Gentlemen.

2.
It is a moment of singular pride for the Karachi Port to host the first IAPH Forum in the country’s ports and shipping history. I welcome our esteemed foreign guests from Asia Oceana Region and beyond. We also have today an impressive array of foreign and local experts speaking, during the seminar, on the total spectrum of Ports and Shipping sector. 
3.
But before I dwell on the context of the seminar itself, let me say how grateful I am to the IAPH Regional Secretariat, specially Datin O. C. Phang, the 1st Vice President of IAPH and Mr Sitoushi Inoui Secretary General IAPH for choosing Karachi as the destination for its Regional Conference.  As a consequence we have today delegates and speakers from Bangladesh, Brunei Darulsalam, China, Canada, India, Iran, Indonesia, Japan, Kuwait, Korea, Maldives, Malaysia, Netherlands, Oman, Saudi Arabia, UAE, UK, UNO & USA. I am also thankful to the Pakistani Ports and Shipping Community at large for their vote of confidence to this forum and for their participation in such large numbers.  Your overwhelming enthusiasm for the conference is indeed laudable and encouraging.
4.
Pakistan is a country of great terrain and ethnic diversity, which brings to fore the exceptional strength and vibrance of its populace.  This nation of over 150 million people gels in unison to produce a vibrant economy, which in last few years can boast of annual growths of upto 8.5% to its GDP.  As a consequence, Pakistan’s trade, commerce and economic sector as a whole is upbeat.  The trickle down effect of Pakistan’s booming economy is a true manifestation of Pakistan Govt’s pragmatic fiscal policies. In turn this provides an enabling and an encouraging environment to International and National entrepreneurs to invest in this country.  In the wake of this remunerative enhancement the two Pakistani Ports, the Karachi Port and Port Qasim are registering unprecedented windfall in cargo growth.  In the first six months of this financial year we have seen dry cargo grow by over 46% and the container traffic by more than 26%.  Whereas, this growth is phenomenal for the Ports, but it does pose an onerous responsibility on the respective Ports to build its infrastructure and improve its efficiency indices.  
5.
To equip the Ports to handle this burgeoning growth, most logical solutions emerge from the basic precepts of shorter times in Ports, deeper berths and larger ships. For a start we need to discover what can be done best within the existing parameters of our ports’ configurations and constraints. Therefore, over the following sessions of this conference we will listen to informative dispositions about deep draught berths, impacts of dredging & reclamation, enlarging ship sizes, development of port  and free trade zones, hinterland connectivity, elements of multimodal trade, coastal zone development and privatization of ports. I believe that these discussions will provide us an insight in International progress and should make available to respective minds courses of further expansion and efficiency. 
6.
Let me here summarize the steps Karachi Port is taking to make itself responsive to market demands. The Govt’s new initiative for the development of an efficient North South corridor within the country actually provides a very efficient link to trade beyond our Northern borders. KPT has identified some key capital projects that will aid it to regain its niche as a Regional hub.  These projects are, the development of a Cargo Village in our Western backwaters over an area of 1303 acres.  The reconstruction of KPT’s 2.75 KMs in length berths to a depth of 16 meters and the very important project, the development of ten deep draft berths for handling Containers.  At a depth of 18 meters, with 600 meters channel and over 3.5 KM quay wall, this should be one of the more modern Container Terminals.  I do not want to take away the thunder from our panel speakers so I will leave the details of these projects to the experts of the subjects, who will be speaking subsequently.
7.
The seminar will provide us a rare opportunity to share our views and experiences and get an overview of the latest trends in the Industry, while concurrently identifying avenues for efficiently addressing the market demands. Transposing this scenario on the International canvas demonstrates, the coherence of our economic priorities. The desire for economical and competitive manufacturing is forcing production centers to shift their bases beyond national borders. With WTO accord coming into effect, globalization is most likely to, not only increase, but gain momentum. In 2004, the world seaborne trade reached 6.7 billion tones. The world container throughput of about 360 million TEUs in 2004 is expected to grow to between 450 to 490 million TEUs in a few years with the largest growth being projected in Asia. Thus the world trade and in particular seaborne trade would continue to grow steadily in the foreseeable years. 

8.
Consequently, this conference provides us a unique platform of mutual benefit through sharing of experience. A similar conference in Karachi, a couple of years back made us take a few seemingly small steps, but definitely with large footprints. It was back in 2004 when the first International Ports and Shipping Conference (IPSC) hosted by KPT was held with focus on regional trade. It initiated us to work on two long overdue actions. Pakistan and India have since agreed to open direct shipping routes. Its formal agreement is yet to come about, but all the requisite understandings are in place. Pakistan has also moved forward to implement the TIR Convention.  
9.
I will end my welcome address by thanking all our valued guests.  I am specially grateful to our Secretary of Ports and Shipping for accepting our invitation for this occasion. I wish our foreign guests a very happy and enjoyable stay in Pakistan.  If in anyway we can make your stay more comfortable, then please do let us know.

Thank you.
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