SPEECH BY DATIN PADUKA O.C. PHANG

 1ST  VICE PRESIDENT OF THE IAPH 

AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 

7TH IAPH ASIA OCEANIA REGIONAL MEETING AND PORT FORUM  

14TH   FEBRUARY 2006 

AT MARRIOTT HOTEL, KARACHI  

  ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN

YOUR EXCELLENCY MR. M. ZIA-UR-REHMAN

SECRETARY OF PORT & SHIPPING,  ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN

YOUR  EXCELLENCY   VICE ADMIRAL AHMAD HAYAT

CHAIRMAN   OF KARACHI PORT TRUST, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN

DR. SATOSHI INOUE  

SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PORTS AND HARBOURS

DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES FROM THE ASIA OCEANIA REGION

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS FROM THE MARITIME FRATERNITY

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

A VERY GOOD MORNING

MAY I FIRST EXPRESS MY DEEPEST APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN AND THE KARACHI PORT TRUST FOR HOSTING THE 7TH INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PORTS AND HARBOURS (IAPH) ASIA OCEANIA REGIONAL MEETING AND PORT FORUM HERE IN THIS HISTORIC PORT CITY OF KARACHI STARTING TODAY TILL THE 17TH OF FEBRUARY 2006. 

IT IS A PRIVILEGE AND HONOUR FOR ME TO ADDRESS THIS DISTINGUISHED AUDIENCE THIS MORNING AND ON BEHALF OF IAPH AND MEMBERS OF THE ASIA OCEANIA REGION, I SAY THANK YOU TO THE KARACHI PORT TRUST FOR THE SUPPORT YOU HAVE GIVEN TO MAKE THIS MEETING & PORT FORUM A REALITY.  MAY I ALSO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS MY HEARTFELT APPRECIATION TO THE HONOURABLE SECRETARY OF PORT & SHIPPING    FOR GRACING THIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASION.  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

THE IAPH COMPRISES MEMBERS FROM NATIONAL MARITIME REGULATORY ORGANISATIONS, PORT AUTHORITIES, TERMINAL OPERATORS, MARITIME ASSOCIATIONS AND MARITIME INDUSTRIES  REPRESENTING A MAJOR SECTION OF THE WORLD’S PORTS AND HARBOURS. IN ADDITION TO WORKING AS ONE LARGE GLOBAL ORGANIZATION, IT IS ALSO DIVIDED INTO 3 GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS, NAMELY ASIA OCEANIA, EUROPE / AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS.  EACH REGION INDEPENDENTLY HOLDS ITS ANNUAL REGIONAL MEETING TO COORDINATE  ISSUES PERTAINING TO ITS OWN REGION IN ADDITION TO KEEPING ABREAST OF IAPH ACTIVITIES AND MARITIME ACTIVITIES IN THE HOST COUNTRY.

IAPH ATTAINED A MEMORABLE MILESTONE IN 2005 WHEN IT CELEBRATED ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY. THROUGH ITS MOTTO ‘“WORLD PEACE THROUGH WORLD TRADE, WORLD TRADE THROUGH WORLD PORTS”.  IAPH, THROUGH THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF ITS MEMBERS AND THE DUE RECOGNITION GIVEN BY GOVERNMENTS, ACTIVELY PURSUES NEW INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND FACILITATE THE MOVEMENT OF SEABORNE TRADE VIA PORTS . AS A VITAL COMPONENT OF THE GLOBAL LOGISTICS CHAIN, PORTS ARE CONTINUOUSLY EVOLVING FROM BEING JUST AN INTERFACE BETWEEN SHIP AND SHORE FOR CARGO EXCHANGE, TO BE TRANSFORMED TO BUSINESS AND TRADING CENTRES SUPPORTING VARIOUS ACTIVITIES THAT CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO NATIONAL ECONOMIES.

OVER THE YEARS, THROUGH ITS REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS, IAPH HAS CREATED A SYNERGY BETWEEN ITS MEMBERS THROUGH REGULAR FORUMS WHERE ISSUES CRUCIAL TO THE CONTINUED GROWTH OF PORTS ARE ADDRESSED AND DELIBERATED UPON. IN ADDITION TO THIS, IAPH’S INVOLVEMENT IN NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL FORUMS SUCH AS INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANISATION (IMO), WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANISATION (WCO), INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION (ILO), UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP), UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD), HAS PROVIDED OPPORTUNITIES AND AVENUES FOR MEMBERS TO PUT FORWARD VARIOUS ISSUES AFFECTING PORTS WITH THE VIEW OF,   AMONGST OTHERS, ENHANCING THE EFFICIENCY AND PRODUCTIVITY OF PORT OPERATIONS, IMPROVING SECURITY MEASURES AS WELL AS CONSERVING AND PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT.

ANOTHER AREA THAT THE IAPH IS CURRENTLY ACTIVELY PURSUING IS THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN CAPITAL IN THE PORT INDUSTRY.  IN THIS RESPECT,  MEMBER PORTS IN DEVELOPED NATIONS THROUGH PROGRAMMES ARRANGED BY IAPH, ARE ENCOURAGED TO PROVIDE FAMILIARISATION TRAINING IN  VARIOUS ASPECTS OF PORT OPERATIONS INCLUDING CARGO OPERATIONS, WAREHOUSING, DOCUMENTATION CONTROL, TERMINAL PLANNING, SAFETY AND SECURITY, MARINE SERVICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. AS THE REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, I WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH THE REGIONAL MEMBERS TO ENSURE THIS INITIATIVE IS IMPLEMENTED AS SOON  AS  POSSIBLE .  

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

SINCE THE FIRST ASIA OCEANIA REGIONAL MEETING IN 2000 INITIATED BY NAGOYA PORT, JAPAN,  THIS EVENT HAS CONTINUED TO ATTRACT PARTICIPATION NOT ONLY FROM MEMBERS BUT ALSO FROM OTHER LOGISTICS RELATED ORGANISATIONS.

I AM MADE TO UNDERSTAND THAT THIS TIME AROUND, THE TECHNICAL PROGRAMME INCLUDES PRESENTATION OF TECHNICAL PAPERS BY SEVERAL DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE AS WELL AS FROM PAKISTAN, PROVIDING A GOOD BLEND OF LOCAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES  INCLUDING NEW PORT STRATEGIES, INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE FACILITATION. I AM CONFIDENT THAT THESE PAPERS WILL PROVOKE ACTIVE DISCUSSIONS AMONGST DELEGATES, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME ENABLE DELEGATES TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES AND OPINIONS.

AS FOR THE ACCOMPANYING PERSONS, THE ORGANISERS HAVE ARRANGED A NUMBER OF INTERESTING ITINERARIES INCLUDING VISITS TO HISTORICAL SITES AND A NUMBER OF TOURISTIC ATTRACTIONS. THIS IS ALSO COMPLEMENTED BY AN ARRAY OF EVENING LEISURE PROGRAMMES WHICH NO DOUBT WILL SHOWCASE THE ESSENCE OF PAKISTANI CULTURE AND CUSTOM. I ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT AN OVERNIGHT TRIP HAS BEEN ARRANGED TO TAKE THE DELEGATES AND THE ACCOMPANYING PERSONS TO THE CAPITAL CITY OF ISLAMABAD AS WELL AS A VISIT TO THE SCENIC HILLS OF BHURBUN ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY.  

A SINCERE THANK YOU ON BEHALF OF THE IAPH MEMBERS TO KARACHI PORT TRUST UNDER THE ABLE STEWARDSHIP OF H.E. VICE ADMIRAL AHMAD HAYAT FOR THE EFFORTS AND PREPARATION THAT WENT TOWARDS ORGANISING THIS EVENT. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK ALL THE IAPH MEMBERS WHO DESPITE THEIR BUSY SCHEDULES HAVE ALLOCATED TIME TO ATTEND THIS EVENT AND WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY AND   MEMORABLE STAY IN PAKISTAN. 

THANK YOU

DATIN PADUKA O.C. PHANG

1ST VICE PRESIDENT

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PORTS AND HARBOURS 
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