Opening Address By Dr Satoshi Inoue, Secretary General IAPH

7th Asia and Oceania Regional Meeting

Karachi, February 14-17, 2006
Your Excellency Mr Zia Ur Rehman, Secretary of Ports and Shipping, Pakistan 　 
Vice Admiral Ahmad Hayat, Chairman of Karachi Port Trust

Distinguished guests, IAPH members and friends

Ladies & Gentlemen

Good morning to you all.  On behalf of the International Association of Ports and Harbors, I like to express my sincere thanks to the Government of Pakistan and Karachi Port Trust for their tireless preparation and wonderful arrangements for this conference.  Last October, we were all shocked with news of a devastating earthquake hitting the northern part of Pakistan and killing more than 70,000 people.  I immediately communicated with Mr. Hyatt conveying our deep sympathy.  All IAPH members truly wish peaceful and normal life comes back as quickly as possible to those the earthquake left in difficult conditions.

As you know, the IAPH marked its 50th anniversary of the creation last year.  To celebrate the Golden Jubilee, we staged a series of commemorative events throughout the year around the world.  More than 2000 people took part in these events making all the great success.  I like to take this opportunity to express great appreciation to all members and maritime circles for their support and active cooperation.  

We kicked off our celebration in Tokyo in January last year, where the IAPH Headquarters is located, then went to Tehran in February when the previous Asia/Oceania Regional Meeting was held, followed by the London gathering in conjunction with Africa/Europe Region’s Spring Meeting in March, where Prince Edward was our honorable guest.  In May, of course, it culminated in Shanghai as part of the 24th World Ports Conference.  We went on to Los Angeles, the home town of the association, in October when our Executive Committee met.  US Transport Secretary Mr. Norman Mineta kindly flew over from Washington DC to give us a special address.  In December, it came to a finale in Nairobi, Kenya when Pan-African Association for Ports Cooperation convened jointly with IAPH Africa/Europe Region’s Winter Meeting.  Our 1st vice President Madam O. C. Phang addressed participants on behalf of IAPH.

On business side, we have made a structural reform of Technical Committees to facilitate more active participation of members while covering a range of emerging issues more effectively.  With newly established missions and work plans, each of technical committees is now in progress of its work. As the Technical Committees are the backbone of IAPH activity, I like to urge you again to take active part in committee works by good yourself or sending your staff to exchange and share views and experiences.  

We re-launched our association’s magazine Ports & Harbors last March.  It now comes to you every two months with full color pages, edited in collaboration with Lloyd’s Register-Fairplay in London.  I hope you enjoy every issue with stimulating in-depth analysis and wider coverage of your interests. In addition, we published IAPH Annual Report for the first time to provide not only members but also people outside the association with review of developments of international port-related issues together with IAPH positions and actions, illustrating how IAPH played active roles in tackling various issues.

We renewed our commitment to the IAPH motto last year: World Peace through World Trade, World Trade through World Ports.  Let us work together for the better future of the port industry by building a more cohesive partnership among the world’s ports so that we could more contribute to the peace and prosperity of the world society.

Thank you for your attention. 

