CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS 
IAPH CONFERENCE 2006

Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Governor State Bank of Pakistan and our Chief Guest, Datin O.C. Phang, 1st Vice President IAPH, Dr Satoshi Inuoue, Secretary General IAPH, distinguished visiting delegates, Ports and Shipping fraternity, Ladies and Gentlemen.

All good things must come to an end and so too has this seminar. We are now in the concluding process of the IAPH conference. However, the redeeming fact is that although it was just two days – but the five sessions were extremely rewarding, educative, informative, and above all was a period of concord and cooperation. 

It has been a unique privilege for the Karachi port to host this conference. The enthusiasm, the sense of common purpose, the quality of papers and ensuing discussions, and the pleasant atmosphere seen during the conference typifies the kinship of the Port dwellers and the Seafarers. My complements to all the participants as also to the audience, who for the better part did remain awake.

We started the conference with the fist session on port development strategies, in which some major development projects of the Karachi Port were discussed. 

Ports of today are an industry by themselves and an industry must grow or it stagnates. To meet the strong captive and transit demand of container trade in Karachi, there is an urgent need to develop a new deep draught container terminal in Karachi. This subject has been covered in great details but another option that has emanated from our discussions is the potential of the terminal to become a transhipment hub.  Mr MERIJN ZUIDGEEST of Pasford Haskoning spoke on this subject. 

Discussing the cargo village Mr. Christopher Charles Grieb of Lyon USA aptly pointed out how the role of ports are transforming from mere inter-modal hubs to all embracing logistic platforms thus demanding specialized Port Logistic Activity Zones – and this is what cargo village will be  for the Karachi Port.

Mr Zia Rizvi had set out the task of presaging the future ports that would capture the mega ships of tomorrow. His arguments and his rational indicated his command on the subject and his tradition emphasis on location, location, location concluded. 

Mr. Kamlani talked about a very important aspect of port development which is import of LNG. Almost all the ports of the world are adequately equipped for handling bulk liquid cargo. However, handling LNG is a different kind of challenge. Natural gas is the emerging fuel of the future and its demand is likely to double by 2020.  
Cargo moves along a continuum of modes of transport and discharge at the port by no means completes the job. The second session had the Pakistan Govt’s heavy weights from Islamabad give their vision of Pakistan’s Development of infrastructure.  It provided the audience here a unique opportunity to get a cohesive global picture of Pakistan’s development blue print.  The fact that the session was chaired by the Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission, who is the guru of all concepts, projects and sanctions gave the seminar the needed validation.  This session also epitomized the tremendous strategic advantages that our geography, both in terms of land and sea, bestows on us.  During this session Mr. Wooton from Scott Wilson Kirckpatrick so ably unlocked the challenges of the future for accommodating larger ships and servicing these in the shortest possible time.

Under the keen eye of the Prime Minister of Pakistan our national trade corridor is being revamped, restructured, and refurbished. It has, interalia, trade facilitation as one of its key features. The real use and efficacy of infrastructure can not be realized unless a system is put in place which facilitates the access to this infrastructure. This requires a set of procedures, institutions, organizations, and bodies, whether operating in public or private sector, which work according to certain procedures, rules, and protocols.  The third session looked at this vital aspect because with out this all development and all infrastructure would be a life less juggernaut. Mr. Will Keenan, Mr. Tariq Rangoon Wala, and Mr. Babar Badat threw light on various aspects of trade facilitation telling us what has been done and what is in the pipeline and the various legal regimes and protocols which are so vital for trade facilitation.

In the fourth session we had the pleasant experience of listening to some of our foreign delegates who talked about their respective ports. The session was very ably chaired by Datin O. C. Phang. 

Mr. Husain from Chittagong Port Authority talked about the pros and cons of privatization as it has been experienced in various regional ports. He so ably highlighted the advantages of privatization which include improving efficiency and productivity, reducing financial and administrative burden of the public sector, generating   revenues, and risk sharing. 

We heard Mr Yahya Usmani of KPT, he was a stand in for an absentee speaker.  Mr Usmani very ably educated us on the various IMO convention and their impact on environment. He is Pakistan’s Marine Environment expert.


Mr. Won Kong from the Busan Port Authority explained how Northeast Asia’s share of container volume will grow from 28% in 2003 to 33% in 2011, and how Northeast Asia has embarked on port development projects and injected huge investment on the port’s facilities and equipment. Ports will redouble their efforts in order to accommodate VLCV or ULCV. 



Mr. Hyung Soon Park, Vice President for Port Operation, Incheon Port Authority talked about his vision in terms of logistic market trends in Northeast Asia, the significance of the Incheon Port Authority’s inauguration, and strategies and future prospects of the Port of Incheon.  We learnt that Container cargo handling volume has reached 74 million 470,000 TEUs in Northeast Asia which amounts to 30 percent of the world’s container cargo. In addition, the regional trade volume is currently at $439.2 billion.  



Three more topics were covered in the last session. The first by Mr Antonie of Arthur D. little focused  on the question of how port development in general, and Gwadar Port in particular, can be conducted and driven in such a way that it not only facilitates economic and trade development, but actually helps accelerate such development. He emphasized that Gwadar has the potential to act as a catalyst for rapid economic development, both for Gwadar City itself as well as the entire nation.  


The second paper by Mr Henk of MTI Holland talked about future trends in dredging and reclamation not only from the point of port development but from a wider perspective of beach nourishment and other protective measurements, offshore drilling, environmental cleaning, and mining of precious minerals. He also talked about new dredging components and systems and demands of higher accuracy and selectivity.



Mr Ravi Kumar Melhrotra of Foresight, UK, discussed our region's position within the shipping industry and emphasized that no country in history has become an industrialised nation without investing at least 20% of GDP in its infrastructure. It was indeed a very reward expose by Mr Melhrotra.  The session was very deftly chaired by Mr Haleem Siddiqui, Chairman PICT.  


Gentlemen - all these papers were unique and all through the conference I kept thinking what a store house of knowledge and new information these two days have been. I am so grateful to all the delegates and the participants who read their papers and those who graced this conference. I am also grateful to all the Chairpersons of the working sessions who so ably conducted each session and summarized it, enlightening us in the process with their valuable experience.  My special thanks are due to Datin O.C Phang and Mr. Satoshi Inuoue for honoring Karachi Port Trust by holding the seventh IAPH Asia Oceania Regional meeting this year at Karachi.  Datin and Sir we look forward to more such interactions and patronization from your august organization.


I most profusely thank our Chief Guest Dr Shamshad Akhtar Governor State Bank of Pakistan. M’am you have honoured us by your presence and I must admit that you were extremely kind to accept our invitation at very short notice.  Karachi Port is lucky that by tradition the respective Governor State Bank of Pakistan have been honouring us by being the Chief Guest at our seminars.



I also want to commend and thank our participants for their keen interest in the seminar.  Your presence and interactive approach made the occasion very dynamic and meaningful. I hope the stay of our foreign delegates was comfortable and enjoyable and I wish you a very stay for remaining days in Pakistan.


Thank you 
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