Closing Remarks By Dr Satoshi Inoue, Secy Gen IAPH

Your Excellency Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Governor of State Bank of Pakistan 

Vice Admiral Ahmad Hayat, Chairman of  KPT

Distinguished guests, IAPH members and friends

Ladies & Gentlemen

Finally we have come to the end of this exciting two-day conference.   I was greatly impressed by the high quality of presentations made by both Pakistan and overseas speakers.  At the same time, thanks to thoughtful programming of Mr. Hayat, we have covered a quite wide range of subject areas such as port development strategies, terminal operations, port privatization, trade facilitation, hinterland access and so on.  Please join me to express our thanks to Government of Pakistan, Karachi Port Trust, and all local maritime circles generously supporting this event.

In the era of rapid globalization, there is no doubt that ports are playing an important role more than ever before.  Without ports, none of cities, none of countries, none of regions can any longer sustain and grow its economy.  Even people’ daily life cannot be materialized any more without international transportation of goods through ports.  In this sense, tasks and challenges given to the world’s ports are so crucial and so indispensable to the future of the world society.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

To cope with ever increasing demands, many of ports, if not all, have engaged private terminal operators to enable them to provide more efficient services to customers and achieve higher productivity of ports.  However, it is not the end of story, but rather start of the new era of port authorities.  I think the landlord concept of port authority never implies to make port authority to simply become a sleeping regulatory body.  Instead, being active and dynamic, port authority today must be a port manager or a coordinator of the local port community.  While relying terminal operations on private sector, port authorities need to take aggressively responsibility of long-range planning, provision of port infrastructure and integrated links to hinterland, enhancement of port environment, safety and security, promotion of trade facilitation, development of port IT systems, so on.  Of course, none of these missions can be effectively fulfilled by port authority alone.  In this new context, therefore, key to the success of port management is to develop close partnership between port authority and all other members of the port community, be it governmental or private.  Port authority is now just like a skillful conductor of orchestra with so many players of different instruments.  IAPH will continue to be a global forum for port authorities and all port-related industries to exchange their views and share experiences.

Before concluding, once again, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the conference organizer, in particular Chairman Ahmad Hayat of Karachi Port Trust and his dedicated team for their efforts and devotion to the success of the conference.

Thank you.   

